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ECCLESIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY  
Facilitator: Yee Tham Wan (thamwan.COURSES@gmail.com) 

Second Semester, 2025/26   

Elementary English for Theological Studies 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

DESCRIPTION & SIGNIFICANCE OF THE COURSE 

Many contemporary outstanding works in Christian theology are written in English, and a 

significant number remain untranslated into Chinese. For seminary students whose primary 

language is Chinese, beginning to read theological texts in English offers substantial 

benefits for biblical study, deepening their understanding of God, and broadening their 

theological horizons. This course serves as an introductory pathway into that journey. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this course, the student should be able to:  

1. Recognize the importance of English in theological studies and world missions. 

2. Acquire foundational English vocabulary related to theology, church history, biblical 

names, etc. 

3. Begin reading simple biblical and missionary stories in English. 

4. Confidently read English scriptures and say basic English prayers in public. 

5. Do simple Gospel presentations in English. 

6. Share his/her personal salvation testimony. 

7. Overcome the fear of reading English texts and gradually develop enjoyment in reading 

the Bible and theological literature in English. 

8. Explore the possibility of becoming translators for faith-related materials. 

9. Cultivate interest in English worship songs and learn to worship God through them. 
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COURSE TEXTS  

There is no specific course text. However, there will be assigned readings and notes 

from a variety of online and printed recourses. 

Practice Text: The Bible in the New International Version. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1. Quizzes  

These will be questions based on class lectures and assigned readings.  

2. Vocabulary Tests 

Students will be given a list of key words to memorize, from which they will be 

tested regularly. 

3. Recitation Assignments  

Students will be required to memorize prayers and key texts for recitation in class. 

4. Note-Taking and Journaling 

Students will keep a journal of all the notes from the class. The journal will be 

handed to the lecturer for grading.  

5. Practical Exercises 

Participate/Lead in an English worship session. 

6. Final Examination 

There will be a final examination.  

COURSE GRADING 

Quizzes    10% 

Vocabulary   20 % 

Recitations   20 % 

Journal     15% 

Practical Exercises  15% 
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PROPOSED COURSE OUTLINE 

INTRODUCTION OUR LANGUAGES 

Basic Introduction to English 

Comparison between English and Chinese Languages & Cultural Values 

TELLING THE STORY OF GOD AND OUR PERSONAL STORIES 

Overview of the Bible and the Salvation Story 

How to Compose and Share a Personal Salvation Testimony 

Selected Bible Stories 

Selected Missionary Stories 

BASICS FOR MINISTRIES IN ENGLISH 

Praying in English 

Key Theological Terms 

Famous Hymns and Their Background Stories 


